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REMARKS 

Claims 23 and 49 are cancelled. Claims 1, 24, and 31 are amended herein. Claims 
1-22, 24-48, 50-53 are currently pending. No new matter has been added by the 
amendment. 

1. Claims 1, 2, 6, 13, 16, 18, 19, 20-24, 27, 31, 34, 40, 43, 45-51 and 53 stand 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,338,295 
(Cornelius et al.) in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,674,276 (Andersen et al.). In supporting the 
rejection, the Examiner suggested: 

Cornelius et al. discloses a catheter (10) comprising an elongate 
tubular member (12) having a proximal end, distal end, and a 
passageway defining a Ivmien (28) extending between the proximal 
and distal ends, said elongate tubular member comprising a braid 
(52) and an inner tubular liner (24) in coaxial relationship v^th the 
knit tubular member. Cornelius et al. discloses the braid which is 
woven in a "clothing weave" (column 2, lines 29-32). Webster's 
Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary defines weave: to form (cloth) by 
interlacing strands. Webster's defines knit: to form by interlacing 
yam or thread in a series of connected loops with needles. 
Therefore a weaved braid is the same as a knit. Cornelius et al. 
fiirther discloses an outer cover (22); a braid tubular member 
formed from metal wire (col 2, lines 29-30); a relatively stiff 
proximal segment and relatively flexible distal segment (col 3, lines 
51-53); a knit tubular member comprised a metal alloy/stainless 
steel (col 2, line 29) having a generally circular cross-sectional 
shape (column 2, line 31); wherein at least one of the iimer tubular 
liner and the outer tubular cover are radiopaque (36); a knit tubular 
member that is generally not radially expandable; an inner proximal 
liner (24) and an outer proximal cover (26); a braid interposed 
between the irmer proximal liner and the outer proximal cover (fig. 
2); a knit tubular member extending into the proximal segment (fig. 
2). 
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Cornelius does not disclose a knit tubular member being 
formed from a plurality of interlocking loops. Andersen et al. does 
teach a knit tubular member being formed from a plurality of 
interlocking loops (fig la). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Cornelius to 
include the knit formed from a plurality of interlocking loops as 
taught by Andersen et al. so that the knit has more structural 
integrity, therefore having a stronger wall but allowing flexibility. 

Applicants respectfially disagree with the rejection for the following reasons. 

A. Nonanalogous art is the antithesis of prima facie obviousness . 

It is a settled legal principle that Section 1 03 nonobviousness requirement does not 
presume fiill knowledge of the inventor of prior art outside the field of his endeavor, i.e., of 
"nonanalogous" art. InreWinslow , 1 5 1 USPQ 48 (CCPA 1 966). 

The Cornelius device is a catheter used to access remote regions of the hiunan body 
and, in doing so, delivering diagnostic or therapeutic agents to those sites. The Andersen 
device is a stent. It remains in the body to perform various functions, such maintain an 
opening of an esophagus or a blood vessel. They are two kinds of medical devices 
performing drastically different fimctions, and one camiot be substituted by the other. A 
person of ordinary skill in the art would not have looked to a stent to solve the problems 
treated by a catheter. Therefore, a prima facie case of obviousness has not been 
established in the first place. 

B. The structures and utilities of the knit interlocking loops are different . 

A knit tubular member of the present invention that is formed from a plurality of 
tightly knit interlocking loops and not radially expandable is absent in the Cornelius 
catheter. The interlocking loops in the Andersen prosthesis are loosely knit (column 4, 
lines 26 and 58). Such structure in Andersen is provided for the pvirposes of (a) allowing 
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the wall portion of the prosthesis to be expandable to a desired size by means of an internal 
expanding force (coliunn 3, lines 18-19), (b) providing substantial open area to facilitate 
wrapping the prosthesis into small size for delivery intralumenally (column 4, lines 57-61), 
and (c) letting the loops be free to slide with respect to each other while in use in the body, 
therefore, enhancing the ability of the device to maintain its axial working length and resist 
migration when the prosthesis is locally radially compressed (column 5, lines 15-18). 

On the contrary, claim 1 of the present Application as currently amended requires 
the interlocking loops to be tightly knit and the knit member to be not radially expandable 
(e.g., does not increase in diameter more than about 5% when an outwardly directed radial 
force is applied to an inner surface of the knit member) (see page 8, lines 1 6-20 of the 
Specification). The main function of the knit tubular member in the present invention is 
kink resistance (see page 3, lines 18-19 of the Specifications). Therefore, it is clear that the 
structures of the interlocking loops as well as the purposes for using them in the present 
invention are substantially different from those in the Andersen prosthesis. It should not 
have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to modify the interlocking loops of 
the Anderson prosthesis and incorporate them into the Cornelius catheter body. 

C. References are not properly combinable or modifiable if their intended fimction 
is destroyed . 

A 35 U.S.C. §103 rejection based upon a modification of a reference that destroys 
the intent, purpose or function of the invention disclosed in the reference is not proper and . 
the prima facie case of obviousness cannot be properly made. In short, there would be no 
technological motivation for engaging in the modification or change. To the contrary, 
there would be a disincentive. In re Gordon , 733 F.2d 900, 221 USPQ 1 125 (Fed. Cir. 
1984). 

As discussed above, if the interlocking loops in Andersen are modified to be tightly 
knit and not radially expandable as required by the amended claim 1 of the present 
Application, they will inhibit, rather than allov^ng the wall portion of the prosthesis to be 
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expandable. Neither will they be free to slide with respect to each other while in use in the 
body, therefore, decreasing, rather than enhancing, the ability of the prosthesis to maintain 
its axial working length and resist migration when the prosthesis is locally radially 
compressed. Again, a prima facie case of obviousness has not been made. 

D. The invention, including its advantages, should be viewed as a whole under 35 
U.S.C. §103 review . 

In asserting the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue under 35 
U.S.C. §103, it is essential to view the claims at issue as "the invention as a whole." In so 
doing, it is legally improper to focus on the obviousness of substitutions and differences 
between the claimed invention and the prior art rather than on the obviousness of the 
claimed inventio n as a whole relative to the prior art. Hybritech, Inc. v Monoclonal 
Antibodies, Inc. , 802 F.2d 1367, 1383, 231 USPQ 81, 93 (Fed. Cir. 1986), cert, den., 480 
US 947 (1987) (emphasis added). It is impermissible to ignore the advantages, properties, 
utilities, and unexpected results flowing from the claimed invention; they are part of the 
invention as a.whole. In re Chupp , 816 F.2d 643, 2 USPQ2d 1437 (Fed. Cir. 1987); 
Fromson v. Advance Offset Plate , 755 F.2d 1549, 225 USPQ 26 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re 
Piasecki , 745 F.2d 1468, 223 USPQ 785 (Fed. Cir 1984); Carl Schenck, A.G. v. Norton 
Corp. , 713 F.2d 782, 218 USPQ 698 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Semaker , 702 F.2d 989, 217 
USPQ 1 (Fed. Cir. 1983). 

The present invention utilizes the concept of combining one or more polymeric 
tubes with a knit tube made of tightly knit interlocking loops. Such construction has the 
benefit of producing catheter sections that have small overall diameters but with 
exceptional strength, resistance to ovalization and kinking, and recovery from kinking 
(even in vivo) should such kinking occur. In addition, the catheter section of the present 
invention may be made in such a way that the wall is extraordinarily thin, particularly 
when compared to the walls of catheters having equal strength but made solely of 
polymeric materials. 
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Knit tubular members have been used in surgical devices, such as the one in 
Anderson. However, none of the references teaches a combination of polymeric tubing 
with a knit tubing made of tightly interlocked loops, resulting in improved flexibility and 
kink resistance. Therefore, the main advantages and unexpected results of the present 
invention are missing in the referenced prior art, but are part of the present invention that 
the Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to take into consideration. 

E. There is no teaching, suggestion or incentive in the reference patents to combine 
their teachings . 

Obviousness cannot be established by combining the teachings of the prior art to 
produce the claimed invention, absent some teaching, suggestion or incentive supporting 
the combination. In re Geiger , 815 F.2d at 688, 2 USPQ2d at 1278 (Fed. Cir. 1987) 
(quoting ACS Hospital Systems, Inc. v. Montefiore Hospital , 732 F.2d 1572, 1577, 221 
USPQ 929, 933 (Fed. Cir 1984)) (emphasis added). 

Cornelius discloses a catheter comprising an elongated tubular member having a 
proximal end, distal end, and a passageway defining a lumen extending between the 
proximal and distal ends, said elongate tubular member comprising a braid and an irmer 
tubular liner in coaxial relationship with the knit tubular member, which is woven in a 
"clothing weave." Cornelius does not disclose a knit tubular member being formed from a 
plurality of tightly knit interlocking loops. 

On the other hand, Andersen et al. does teach a knit tubular member being formed 
from a plurality of interlocking loops. However, as discussed above, the interlocking loops 
in Andersen are loosely knit, for the purposes of (a) allowing the wall portion of the 
prosthesis to be expandable to desired size by means of an internal expanding force, (b) 
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providing substantial open area to facilitate wrapping the prosthesis into small size for 
delivery intralumenally, and (c) letting the loops be free to slide with respect to each other 
while in use in the body. The purpose of the tightly knit interlocking loops that are not 
radially expandable in the present invention is to improve the catheter's kink resistance and 
reduce the diameter of the catheter while providing the same strength as compared to a 
catheter made solely in polymeric material but with thicker walls. There is no teaching, 
suggestion or incentive found in Andersen that would lead a person with ordinary skill in 
the art to first tighten the interlocking loops in a prosthesis and then use them v^th a 
catheter in the same way as the present invention. 

In light of the above discussion, the Applicants respectfully request the withdrawal 
of the rejection to claims 1, 24 and 31, as well as claims 2, 6, 13, 16, 18, 19, 20-22, 27, 34, 
40, 43, 45-51 and 53 that depend directly or indirectly from them. 

2. Claims 3-5, 7-9, 14-15, 17, 22, 25-26, 32-33, 35-37, 41-42, 44 and 52 stand 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Paterit No. 5,338,295 
(Cornelius et al.) in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,674,276 (Andersen et al.), and fiirther in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 5,702,373 (Samson et al.). In support of the rejection, the 
Examiner stated: 



Cornelius discloses all of applicant claims with the exception of a 
the [sic] knit tubular member comprised of super elastic alloy, 
nickel-titanium alloy, nitinol, platinum alloy, non-metallic material, 
or polymeric material; wherein the wire has a diameter of about .3 
mil - 1 .5 mil.; comprises a first strand made from a first material 
and a second made from a second material; an outer tubular cover 
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comprised of a material selected from the group consisting of 
polymide [sic], poly amide, polyethylene, polypropylene, polyvinyl 
chloride, including PTFE, FEP, Nylon, polyether block amide, 
vinylidene flouride, and their mixtures, alloys, copolymers, and 
block copolymers; an iimer tubular liner comprised of a material 
selected form the group consisting of polyethylene, flouropolymer. 
Nylon, polyether block amide, polyvinyl chloride (PVC), ethyl 
vinyl acetate (EVA), polyethylene terephthalate (PET), and their 
mixtures, alloys, and copolymers, and a coil interposed between the 
inner proximal liner and the outer proximal cover. Samson 
discloses a knit tubular member comprising a super elastic alloy 
(column 7, line 64), nickel-titanium alloy (column 8, lines 10-12), 
nitinol (column 8, lines 10-12), platinum alloy (column 12, lines 6- 
7), non-metallic material (column 12, lines 10-12), polymeric 
material (column 12, line 10-12); wherein the wire has a diameter 
of about .3 mil - 1.5 mil (column 11, lines 60-62); comprises a first 
strand made from a first material and a second made from a second 
material (column 11, lines 28-32); an outer tubular cover comprised 
of polyethylene (column 10, line 36), polyvinyl chloride (column 
10, line 49); and an inner tubular liner comprised of polyethylene 
(column 10, line 27), PVC (column 10, line 27), EVA (column 10, 
line 28), PET (column 10, line 28); and a coil (282) interposed 
between the inner proximal liner and the outer proximal cover. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the catheter of Cornelius et al. in view of Andersen et al. to 
use the above mentioned materials and diameter of wire as taught 
by Samson to help prevent kinking of the catheter tube. 



Applicants respectfully disagree. Samson discloses a composite super-elastic alloy 
braid reinforced catheter having a braided ribbon (Figures 2-12). It does not show or 
suggest a knit member having a plurality of tightly knit interlocking loops that are not 
radially expandable as set forth in the present claims. As discussed above, the primary 
reference does not teach the invention as claimed and the secondary references fail to 
remedy the basic lacking of the primary reference. Reversal of the rejections is therefore 
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requested. 



3. Claims 10-12, 28-30, 38-39 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,338,295 (Cornelius et al.) in view of U.S. Patent No. 
5,674,276 (Andersen et al.), and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,702,373 (Samson et 
al.) as applied to claims 3-5, 7-9, 14-15, 17, 22, 25-27, 32-37, 41-42, 44, and further in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 5,549,109 (Samson et al). In support of the rejection, the 
Examiner stated: 

Cornelius et al. in view of Samson teach all the elements of 
applicant's claims with the exception of a knit tubular member 
comprised of a multi filament wire. Samson et al. discloses multi 
filament tubes (302) that are woven (column 9, 65-67). It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the catheter of Cornelius et al. in view of Andersen et al., and 
further in view of Samson to use a multi filament wire as taught by 
Samson et. al to improve kinking resistance. Samson discloses the 
use of stainless steel, platinum and nitinol as the material for the 
wire. Therefore it would have also been obvious to use stainless 
steel and platinum or material selected from the group consisting 
of stainless steel, platinum, and nitinol as the material for the multi 
filament wire to improve kinking resistance. 

First of all, since claims 1 , 24 and 3 1 as amended are submitted as patentable for 
the reasons stated above, and claims 10-12, 28-30 and 38-39 depend directly or indirectly 
upon claims 1, 24 and 31 respectively, rejection to these claims should be withdrawn as 



Furthermore, Samson ('373) discloses a composite super-elastic alloy braid 
reinforced catheter having a braided ribbon (FIGS. 2-12). Samson (' 109) discloses a 
catheter having a woven section (FIG. 4). Neither of the Samson references discloses. 



well. 
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teaches or suggests a knit tubular member formed from a plurality of tightly knit 
interlocking loops. Neither of these secondary references remedies the fundamental 
deficiencies of the primary references as listed above. Applicants find it difficult to 
understand how the filament wire made of stainless steel, platinum or nitinol and used in a 
woven braid of a catheter would have rendered it obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to use the same filament wire to form interlocking loops for another catheter, if such 
person of ordinary skill in the art has not come up with the idea of tightly knit interlocking 
loops for a catheter in the very beginning. 

In view of the foregoing, claims 1-22, 24-48 and 50-53 are submitted as patentable 
over Cornelius et al., Andersen et al. and Samson et al. and the prior art of record. 
Accordingly, favorable reconsideration and allowance of this patent application is 
requested. 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and 
the Patent Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, applicant 
petitions for any required relief including extensions of time and authorizes the Assistant 
Conmiissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in coimection with 
the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 03-1952 referencing docket no. 
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290252021800 . However, the Assistant Commissioner is not authorized to charge 



the cost of the issue fee to the Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: November ^ , 1999 By: 




Jingming CtT 
Registration No. P-44,579 

Morrison & Foersterixp 

755 Page Mill Road 

Palo Alto, California 94304-1018 

Telephone: (650) 813-5738 

Facsimile: (650) 494-0792 
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'Draia \'bracl\ vt [Mt. breyden to move suddenly, snatch, plait, fr. OE 
bregdan; akin to OHG brettan to draw (a sword)] (bef. 12c) 1 a : to 
make from braids <~ a rug> b : to form (three or more strands) into 
a braid 2 : to do up (the hair) by interweaving three or more strands 
3 : MIX, INTERMINGLE <~ fact with fiction) 4 : to ornament esp. with 
ribbon or braid — braid*er n 

^braid n (1530) 1 a : a length of braided hair b : a cord or ribbon hav- 
ing usu. three or more component strands forming a regular diagonal 
pattern down its length; esp : a narrow fabric of intertwined threads 
used esp. for trimming 2 : high-ranking naval officers 

braid*ed adj (15c) 1 a : made by intertwining three or more strands b 
: ornamented with braid 2 : forming an interlacing network of chan- 
nels <a river> 

braid-ing \'bra-dii]\ n (15c) : something made of braided material 
^brail Vbra(3)l\ n [ME brayle, fr. AF braiel, fr. OF, strap] (15c) 1 : a 
rope fastened to the leech of a sail and used for hauling the sail up or in 
2 : a dip net with which fish are hauled aboard a boat from a purse 
seine or trap 

^braU vt (1625) 1 : to take in (a sail) by the brails 2 : to hoist (fish) by 
means of a brail 

braille \'bra(3)l\ n, often cap [Louis Braille] (1853) : a system of writing 
for the blind that uses characters made up of raised dots — braUle vt 
— braill'ist \'bra-list\ n 
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braille alphabet 
often cap (1942) 
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braille«writ»er \-,rT-t3r\ n 
braille 

^brain \'bran\ n [ME, fr. OE breegen; 
akin to MLG bregen brain, and perh. to 
Gk brechmos front part of the head] 
(bef. 12c) 1 a : the portion of the ver- 
tebrate central nervous system that 
constitutes the organ of thought and 
neural coordination, includes all the 
higher nervous centers receiving stimu- 
li from the sense organs and interpret- 
ing and correlating them to formulate 
the motor impulses, is made up of neu- 
rons and supporting and nutritive 
structures, is enclosed within the skull, 
and is continuous with the spinal cord 
through the foramen magnum b : a 
nervous center in invertebrates compa- 
rable in position and function to the 
vertebrate brain 2 a (1) : INTELLECT, 
MIND (2) : intellectual endowment 
: INTELLIGENCE — often used in pi. 
<plenty of '■^s in that family) b (1) : a 



a machine for writing 




brain la: 7 cerebral hemi- 
sphere, 2 corpus callosum, 3 
ventricle, 4 fornix, 5 thalamus, 
6 pituitary gland, 7 pons, 8 
medulla oblongata, 9 spinal 
cord, 10 cerebellum, 7 7 mid- 



2 a : a sudde 
braui>storm>i 

nique that i 
members of 
brains trust / 
braiii*teas>er 

mental effort 
brain trust r 

cemed esp. v 
brain*wash*i) 

(1950) l:a 
political, soc 
trasting regir 
ship — brail 

brain wave n 
of voltage be 
current b : . 

brainy \'bra-r 
developed im 

'braise \'braz 
OF breze, pre 
slowly in fat . 

^braise n (ca. 

'brake \'brak 

^brake n [MI 
: the commoi 

^brake n [ME, 
instrument o) 
breaking up t 
ing, and form 

'*brake n [ME 
with one kinc 

^brake n [perl 
ing or preven 
2 : something 
terest rates as 

^brake vb bral 

1 : to operate 

2 : to become 
brake*man \*\ 

member who 
man on a bob 
bram*ble \'bn 
broom] (bef. ] 
rose family i; 
rough prickly 
bran \'bran\ n 
al grain separ; 
'branch \'brai 
paw] (14c) 1 
shoot or stem 
: something tl 
a (1) : a strear 
(2) Southern 6 
projection (as 
matical curve 
a program dec 
family descen 
edge that ma> 
~ of medicin 
* but dependeni 
inclusive than 
guage family) 
l3s\ adJ — br£ 
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Brab>man or Brah-min Vbra-man; 2 is 'bra-, 'bra-, 'bra-\ n IME Brag- 
man inhabitant of India, fr. L Bracrtmnus. fr. Gk Brachman. fr. Skt 
brdhrrtatja of the Brahman caste, fr. brahman Brahman| (15c) I a : a 
Hindu of the highest caste traditionally assigned to the priesthood b 
: 'BRAHMA 2 2 : any of an Indian breed of humped cattle : ZEBU; esp 
: a large vigorous heat-resistant and tick-resistant usu. silvery gray ani- 
mal developed in the southern U.S. from the zebu 3 usu Brahmin : a 
fwrson of high social standing and cultivated intellect and taste <Bos- 
ton ■ — s> — Brah-man-lc \bra-*ma-nik\ or Brah>inaii*i>cal \-ni-k3l\ 

Brah-man<ism \'bra-m3-,ni-Z3m\ n (1816) : orthodox Hinduism adher- 
ing to the pantheism of the Vedas and to the ancient sacrifices and fam- 
ily ceremonies 

'braid VbradX vt [ME breyden to move suddenly, snatch, plait, fr. OE 
bregdan; akin to OHG brettan to draw (a sword)] (bcf. 12c) 1 a : to 
make from braids <~ a rug> b : to form (three or more strands) into 
a braid 2 : to do up (the hair) by interweaving three or more strands 
3 : MIX, INTERMINGLE fact with fiction> 4 : to ornament esp. with 
ribbon or braid — braid>er n 

'braid n (1530) 1 a : a length of braided hair b : a cord or ribbon hav- 
ing usu. three or more component strands forming a regular diagonal 
pattern down its length: esp : a narrow fabric of intertwined threads 
used esp. for trimming 2 : high-ranking naval officers 

braid>ed adj (15c) 1 a : made by intertwining three or more strands b 
: ornamented with braid 2 : forming an interlacing network of chan- 
nels <a ~ rivcr> 

braid-ing \'bra-dir|\ n (I5c) : something made of braided material 
•brail Vbra(a)l\ n (ME brayle, fr. AF braiel, fr. OF, strap) (15c) 1 : a 
rope fastened to the leech of a sail and used for hauling the sail up or in 
2 : a dip net with which fish are hauled aboard a boat from a purse 
seine or trap 

'brail vt (1625)' 1 ; to take in (a sail) by the brails 2 : to hoist (fish) by 
means of a brail 

braille \'bra(3)l\ n, often cap (Louis Braille] (1853) : a system of writing 
for the blind that uses characters made up of raised dots — braille vt 
— braill-ist \'bra-list\ n 
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braille alphabet 

braUle.writ.er V.ri-taiA n. often cap (1942) : a machine for writing 
braille 

'brain Vbran\ n |ME, fr. OE briegen: ^ 
akin to MLG bregen brain, and perh. to 
Glc brechtnos front part of the head] 
(bef. 12c) 1 a : the portion of the ver- 
tebrate- central nervous system that 
constitutes the organ of thought and 
neural coordination, includes all the 
higher nervous centers receiving stimu- 
li from the sense organs and interpret- 
ing and correlating them to formulate 
the motor impulses, is made up of neu- 
rons and supporting and nutritive 
structures, is enclosed within the skull, 
and is continuous with the spinal cord 
through the foramen magnum b : a 
nervous center in invertebrates compa- 
rable in position and function to the 
vertebrate brain 2 a ( 1) : iNTELLEtrr. 
MIND (2) : intellectual endowment 
: INTELLIGENCE — often used in pi. 
<plenty of ~s in that family> b(l):a 
very intelligent or intellectual person 
(2) : the chief planner of an organiza- 
tion or enterprise — usu. used in pi. 3 

: something that performs the functions of a brain; esp : an automatic 

device (as a computer) for control or computation 
'^rain V/ (14c) 1: to kill by smashing the skull 2 : to hit on the head 
braiil'case \'bran-,kas\ n ( 1741) : the cranium enclosing the brain 
brain-child V.childXw (1631) : a product of one's creative imagination 
brain coral n (ca. 1711) : a massive reef-building coral (as genus Mae- 

andra) having the surface covered by ridges and furrows 
brain death n (1954) : final cessation of activity in the central nervous 

system esp. as indicated by a flat electroencephalogram for a predeter- 
mined length of time — brain-dead adj 
brain drain n (1963) : the departure of educated or professional people 

from one country, economic sector, or field for another usu. for better 

pay or living conditions 
brained \'brand\ai^' (15c) : having a brain of a specified kind — used in 

combination ifeathcrbrainedy 

brain hormone n (1957) : a hormone that is secreted by neurosecretory 
cells of the insect brain and that stimulates the prothoracic glands to 
secrete ecdysone 

brain-i-ac Vbra-ne-,ak\ n (prob. fr. Brainiac, superintelligent villain in 
the Superman comic-book series] (1982) : a person characterized by 
unusual brainpower 

brain-ish \'bra-nish\ adj (ca. 1530) archaic : IMPETUOUS, hotheaded 
<and in this ~ apprehension kills the unseen good old man — Shak.> 



brain la: 1 cerebral hemi- 
sphere, 2 corpus caiiosum, 3 
ventricle, 4 fornix, 5 thalamus, 
5 pituitary gland, 7 pons, 8 
medulla oblongata, 9 spinal 
cord, W cerebellum, 7 7 mid- 
brain 



brain-less Vbran-lasV atfi (15c) : devoid of intelligence 
brain>les5>ly adv — bndn-less-ness n 

brain-pan Vbran-,pan\ n (t4c) : BRAINCASE j 
brain-pick-ing \-,pi-kio\ n (1954) : the act of gathering informalioo 
from another's mind — braln-picli-er VkarX n j 
braln-pow-er \-,pau(-s)r\ n (1878) 1 : intellectual ability 2 : people 
with developed intellectual ability -i 
bnun-sicic \-,sik\ adj (15c) 1 : mentally disordered 2 : arising froni 
mental disorder <a ~ frenzy> — brain-sicll.ly adv 
brain stem n (1879) : the part of the brain composed of the mescnceph: 
alon, pons, and medulla oblongata and connecting the spinal cord witH 
the forebrain and cerebrum 

brain-storm \-,st6rm\ n (ca. 1894) 1 : a violent transient fit of insanity 
2 a : a sudden bright idea b : a harebrained idea ^ 

brain-storm-ing \-,sidr-mio\ n (1953) : a group problem-solving tech- 
nique that involves the spontaneous contribution of ideas from aQ 
members of the group — brain-storm vb — brain-storm-er n 

brains trust n (1934) chiefly Brit : BRAIN TRUST 

brain-teas-er \-,te-Z3r\ n (1923) ; something (as a puzzle) that demands 
mental effort and acuity for its solution 

brain trust rt (1910) : a group of official or unofficial advisers con- 
cerned esp. with planning and strategy — brain trust-er \-,tr3s-tar\ n. 

brain-wasn-lng Vbran-,w6-shii), -,wa-\ n [trans, of Chin (Beijing) xlnilo\ 
(1950) 1 ; a forcible indoctrination to induce someone to give up basic 
political, social, or religious beliefs and attitudes and to accept con- 
trasting regimented ideas 2 : persuasion by propaganda or salesman^ 
ship — brain-wash vt — brainwash n — braln-wash-er n ^ 

brain wave n (1890) 1 : brainstorm 2a 2a: rhythmic fluctuatiom 
of voltage between parts of the brain resulting in the flow of an electric 
current b : a current produced by brain waves 

brainy \'bra-ne\ adj hraln-i-er; -est (1874) : having or showing a wet 
developed intellect : INTELLIGENT — braln-l-ness n | 

'braise \'braz\ vt braised; brals-lng [F braiser, fr. braise live coals, fr. 
OF breze, prob. of Gmc origin; akin to Sw brasa fire] (1797) : to cook 
slowly in fat and little moisture in a closed pot * 

'Ijraise n (ca. 1885) : an item of braised food 

^hnke ybrak\ archaic past of BREAK , 
'brake n [ME, fern, prob. back-formation fr. brakett bracken] (14c) 

: the common bracken fern iPteridium aquilinum) 
'brake n [ME, fr. MLG; akin to OE brecan to break] (15c) I : a toothed 

instrument or machine for separating out the fiber of flax or hemp by 

breaking up the woody parts 2 : a machine for bending, flanging, fold; 

ing, and forming sheet metal 

'brake n [ME -brake] (1563) : rough or marshy land overgrown usu. 
with one kind of plant — braky \'bra-ke\ adj 

'brake n [perh. fr. obs. brake bridle] (ca. 1782) 1 : a device for arrest; 
ing or preventing the motion of a mechanism usu. by means of frictioil 
2 : something used to slow down or stop movement or activity <us« iih 
tercst rates as a on spending) — brake-less Vbra-klas\ adf i 

'brake vb braked; brak-ing vt (1868) : to retard or stop by a brake ~ ri 

1 : to operate or manage a brake; esp : to apply the brake on a vehicle 

2 : to ijecome checked by a brake 

brake-man N'brak-manX n (1833) 1 : a freight or passenger train crew 
member who inspects the train and assists the conductor 2 : the end 
man on a bobsled team who operates the brake 

bram-ble Vbram-bal\ n [ME brembel, fr. OE bremel; akin to OE brotn _ 
broom] (bef. 12c) : any of a genus [Rubus) of usu. prickly shrubs of the 
rose family including the raspberries and blackberries; broadly : 
rough prickly shrub or vine — bram-bly \M^)\c\adj '■ _ 

bran\'bran\n [ME, fr. MF] (14c) : the edible broken seed coats of cer^ ; 
al grain separated from the flour or meal by sifting or bolting ,''' 

'branch \'branch\ n. often attrib [ME, fr. MF tranche, fr. LL branca ^ I 
paw] (14c) 1 : a natural subdivision of a plant stem; esp : a secondaiy ^| 
shoot or stem (as a bough) arising from a main axis (as of a tree) 1' 
: something that extends from or enters into a main body or source: » - 
a (1) : a stream that flows into another usu. larger stream : TRIBUTARY " 
(2) Southern & Midland : CREEK 2 b : a side road or way c : a slender 
projection (as the tine of an antler) d : a distinctive part of a mathe- 
matical curve e : a part of a computer program executed as a result ol - 
a program decision 3 : a part of a complex body: as a : a division of* 
family descending from a particular ancestor b : an area of knoWr 
edge that may be considered apart from related areas <pathology is • 
. — ^ of medicine> c (1) : a division of an organization (2) : a separate 
but dependent part of a central organization d : a language group ies' ■ j 
inclusive than a family <the Germanic ~ of the Indo-European laoj 
guage family) — branched \"brancht\ adj — branch-less Vbrancfr 
las\ adj — branchy \'bran-che\ adj 'j 

'branch vi (14c) 1 : to put forth branches : RAMIFY 2 : to spring ooi 
(as from a main stem) : diverge 3 : to be an outgrowth — used wjU _ 
ftom <poetry that from religious prose> 4 : to extend activiao 
— usu. used with out <the business is — ing out) 5 : to follow one pl 
two or more branches (as in a computer program) ^ vt 1 : to om* 
ment with designs of branches 2 : to divide up : SECTION 

bran-chi-al \"braij-ke-al\ adj [Gk branchia gills] (1801) : of, relating tft 
or supplying the gills or associated structures or their embryonic pI*" - 
cursors ^J," * 

bran-chio-pod \'brao-ke-a-,pad\ n [ultim. fr. Gk branchia gills + J*^-- 
pous foot — more at FOOT] (1836) : any of a group (Branchiopoda) » 
small usu. freshwater crustaceans (as fairy shrimp or water fleas) *t^, 
iisii. many pairs of setae-bearing appendages — branchiopod atu ^ 

branch-let Vbranch-latX n (ca. 1731) : a small usu. terminal branch > 

branch-line \-,lTn\ n (1846) : a secondary line usu. of a railroad 

branch water n {'branch (creek)] ( 1835) : plain water '-^^ 

'brand VbrandX n [ME, torch, sword, fr. OE; akin to OE biemait W ; 
burn] (bcf. 12c) 1 a : a charred piece of wood b : firebrand 
: something (as lightning) that resembles a firebrand 2 : SWORD ''j* I 
(I) : a mark made by burning with a hot iron to attest manufactuie^^I 
quality or to designate ownership (2) ; a printed mark made for ^'Sg ' 
lar purposes : TRADEMARK b (1) : a mark put on criminals w>'h 
iron (2) : a mark of disgrace : STIGMA <the ~ of poverty) 4 « •JS 
class of goods identified by name as the product of a single f"!^^J 
manufacturer : MAKE b : a characteristic or distinctive kind <a U'*^ 
~ of theater) 5 : a tool used to produce a brand "^^^ 



zbrand vt (15c) 1 : to mark wit.' 
: sriGMATIZB 3 : to impress ii 
brand-ern 

tirand-ed V'bran-dadX a^j (1897) 
■brao-dlsb V'bran-dishX vt [ME . 
brandir, fr. OF, fr. brand sword. 
1 : to shake or wave (as a weap. 
tentatious or aggressive mannei 
■li^dish n (1599) : an act or in 
brand-name \'bran(d>-*nam\ oi 
name <^ — products) 2 : haviit} 
authors) 

brand name n (1922) : trade n 
g Inand-new \-'nu. -'nyOV o4r' VI 
and unused; also : recently intn 
>bian-dy Vbran-de\ n, pl bra 
brandewijn, fr. MD brantwijn, fr 
alcoholic beverage distilled fron 
tfarandy vt bran-oled; bran-dy-i 
' serve with brandy 
Bran-gus Vbrai)-gss\ trademark 
tie of a breed developed from a 
Inmn-ni-gan \"bra-ni-gan\ n [prol 
diinking spree 2 : squabble 
brant \'brant\ n, pl brant or brar 
al wild geese (esp, genus Brant 
(Branta bemicla') about the size i 
'brash \'brash\ tuij [origin unkno 
a : heedless of the consequences 
them all) b : done in haste wit 
<~ acts) 3 a : full of fresh raw • 
hibitedly energetic or demonstra 
* : lacking restraint and discemn 
gressively self-assertive : mPUDE 
: piercingly sharp : HARSH <a ~ > 
contrast : bold <~ colors) — b 
■brash n [obs. E brash to breach a 
of ice) 

brass \'bras\ n [ME bras, fr. OE 
12c) 1 : an alloy consisting esse 
proportions 2 a : the brass instn 
ten used in pl. b : a usu. brass i 
lings, utensils, or ornaments d 
lelf-assurance : CALL 4 sing or p, 
of the military b : persons in hi 
government) — brass atij 

"ras-sard \brs-'sard, 'bra-,\ n [F / 
, aale, fr. braccio arm, fr. L bracchi 
mor for protecting the arm — see 
worn around the upper arm usu. ! 

Krass band n (1834) : a band con 

, percussion instruments 

"aM-bound Vbras-.baund, -"baun 
of brass or a metal resembling b 
opinionated (2) : making no con 

PRESUMPTUOUS 

"»ss collar Democrat n (1951) : 
south who votes the straight Dem. 

TO-se-rie \,bras-'re, .bra-s»-\ n 
brew, fr. OF bracier, f r. (assumed 
W brag malt] (1864) : an informal 

^We hearty food 

hat n (fr. the gold braid woi 
the brass 

•jM-si-ca \'bra-si-ka\ n [NL, genus 
a large genus (firassicat of Old Woi 
Ol the mustard family with beal 
■jas-siere Xbra-'zir also ,bra-se-'er' 
"™ protector, fr. bras an 
^raan s undergarment to cover ai 
°n« instrument n (1854) : any oi 
rir"™ horn, trombone, trumpet, c 
"long cylindrical or conical metal i 
"jnes and ending in a Hared bell, tl 
l ine player's lips against a usu. cu 
Sf J?',Xf s .or a slide by which thi 
j^Win the instrument's range 

taiuckles n pl but sing or pl in 
5^ ring „ (1950) : a rich oppbrtu 
tacfa np/ (1897) : details of 
lir««1^2 'he phrase get down to 
\'bra-se\ aifi brass-i-er; -est 
thi^i^^'',^'*°"s 2 : resembling 
S^HVu °' ^ ''rass instrument — I 
iJ^N'bra-se-nasVn 
TJLJ^ratV „ (perh. fr. E dial, bra, 
hBmlt. ' ^'"f- an ill-mannered ai 
"omaiure person 2 ; the son or d: 



— h^. S Person 2 ; the son or d: 
Vte\™. Vbra-te-nas\ n — I 

"fS!"?™ ^'''ra-.tas, 'bra-tishV n (ME i 
cSh 1846) : an ofte. 



cloth lle._J ' • wiici 

W-i^Vv""' '° '=ontrol mine veni 
«Ue^\bra-t=l\ „ (prob. imit.) ( 

* sound 

(0 lwS^'?"*-<')"'rst also -bral- 
t .1888). f'i.*™""'"'. fr. brat meat ■ 

5 *»ini.iJ.L''"/"rk sausage for frying 
TJ^^^7S^-". X-bratin-^hwi-W. 
f '«»-»^^fS <-"^'«"). I"-. Brunswick sai 

6 '"•'deett^^i'^f " I"' 

\ "^""onally in applauding a won. 



or sh^pe by or as if 

• OHG kneo knee, L 
: part of the human 
a, and patella; also 
he joint in the hind 
o the human knee 
vertebrate c : the 
r and tibia of an in- 
a : a piece of tim- 
ng structures com- 
) bra rounded or 
amp-growing trees 
e knee 4 : a blow 
knees : into a state 

end the knee to 2 



act or practice of 
ip V/ 

-s <~ in mud> b 
E-HIOH 

d to the knees <' 



tr a desk) for the 

-table : automat- 
•ble way <~ liber- 

oduced by a light 

ME knelen, fr. OE 
i the knee : fall or 

lething (as a cush- 



nny joke, line, or 



knellen to toll] vt 
icnell '-»-' VI 1 : to 
) sound in an om- 

Nvhen rung slowly 
of the end or the 
opes> 

ckerbocker, ficti- 
con Irving] (1848) 
York; broadly : a 
- used as a nick- 

1881) 1 : loose= 
: UNDERPANTS 

small trivial arti- 

•'r. OE cnlf, perh. 
a cutting instru- 



noii^i oi ine ivxac*ca*Dees \-'ma-k»-,bez\ n, pi Knights ol 
cabees (1922) : a member of a secret benevolent society -.I- 
Knight Templar n, pi Knights Templars or Knights Te^ 

1 : TEMPLAR 1 2 : a member of an order of Freemasonrv? 
three orders in the York rite r 
knish \k3-'nish\ n [Yiddish, fr. Pol knysz] (1916) : a^smaUi 
square of dough stuffed with a fiUing (as potato) and bakedor 
^iaut \'nit\ vb kmt or kmt.ted; knit.ting [ME knitten fr OE 
akin to OE cnotta knot] vt (bef . 12c) 1 chiefly dial : to tie to£ 
: to hnk firmly or closely ^knitted my hands> b : to cause tos 
gether <time and rest will ~ a fractured bone> c : to con 
wrinkles ^knitted her brow> 3 : to form by interlacing yarn 
m a series of connected loops with needles ^ vi 1 : to mak 
fabrics or objects 2 a : to become compact b : to grow 
; to become drawn together — knit*ter n 
Jknit n (1596) : knit stitch; also : a knit fabric 
kmt stitch n (ca. 1885) : a basic knitting stitch usu. made with 
at the back of the work by inserting the right needle into the 
of a loop on the left needle from the left side, catching the 
the point of the right needle, and bringing it through the ' 
form a new loop — compare purl stitch .>^) 
knit.ting /i (15c) 1 : the action or method of one that knits j 
done or being done by one that knits . j. 

knit.virear \'nit-,war, -,wer\ n (1926) : knitted clothing 1^ 
knob \'nab\ n [ME knobbe; akin to MLG knubbe knob] (befii- 
: a rounded protuberance : lump b : a small rounded or 
handle 2 : a rounded usu. isolated hill or mountain — ; 
\'nabd\ adj — knob.by \'na-be\ adj f 

knob.bly \'na-b(3-)le\ adj (1859) : having very small knobs <l 
tress> ! 

"^"^'H^o'li? \'nab-,ker-e\ n [Afrik knopkierie, fr. knop knob 
club] (1844) ; a short wooden club with a knob at one endi 
missile or in close attack esp. by Zulus of southern Africa r 
knock \'nak\ vb [ME knoken, fr. OE cnocian; akin to MHO 
press] VI (bef. 12c) 1 : to strike something with a sharp blO 
collide with something 3 a : bustle <heard them r^ing aroy 
kitchen> b ; wander <~eJ about Europe all summer) 4 »^ 
a pounding noise b : to have engine knock 5 : to find f 
(1) : to stnke sharply (2) : to drive, force, or make by OK 
striking b : to set forcibly in motion with a blow 2 : to c« 
lide 3 : to find fault with <always ^ing those in authority)- 
cold : KNOCK OUT 2a(l) — knock dead : to move strongly, 
miration or applause <a comedian who really knocks the|9 
Knock for a loop 1 a : overcome ^knocked my opponent, 
b : demolish ^knocked our idea for a loopy 2 : DUMBFOi" 
<the news knocked them for a loop^ — knock one's so 
overwhelm or amaze one <a performance that will knocks 
— knock together : to make or assemble esp. hurri. 
makeshift way ^knocked together my own bookcase) 

knock « (14c) 1 a : a sharp blow : rap, hit <a loud on^ 

(1) : a severe misfortune or hardship (2) : setback, RB^ 
: a pounding noise b : a sharp repetitive metallic noise ca" 

normal ignition in an automobile engine 3 : a harsh and 

cnticism <likes praise but can't stand the ~j) 
™oj*.about \'na-k3-,baut\ adj (1880) 1 : suitable for ro, 

ciothmg) 2 a : being noisy and rough : boisterous <'^' 

: characterized by boisterous antics and often extravagatt 
comedy) 3 of a sailing vessel : having a simplified ' 

absence of bowsprit and topmast <a ~ sloop) — knoc!-- 
knock back vt (ca. 1931) : drink, swallow; specif : to t 

alcoholic beverage) » ^ v 
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644 klutz • knock dead 



khitz Vklats\ n [Yiddish klots. lit., wooden beam. fr. MHG W02 
mass — more at cloutJ (1960) : a clumsy person — ; klutz-i-DCSS 
\*kl3t-sc-n3s\ n — klutzy \'kl3t-se\ a4/ 

kly*st]*oD VkJi-,stran\ n [fr. Klystron, a trademark) (1939) : an electron 
tube in which bunching of electrons is produced by electric fields and 
which is used for the generation and amplification of ultrahigh* 
frequency current 

K-me-son \'ka-\n (1951) : Kaon 

knack VnakV n (ME knak] (14c) 1 a : a clever trick or stratagem b : a 
clever way of doing something 2 : a special ready capacity that is hard 
to analyze or teach 3 archaic : an ingenious device; broadly : toy, 
(oacKKNACK syn see gift 

kaack*er Vna-ksrN n [prob. fr. E dial., saddlemaker] (1S12) 1 Brit : a 
buyer of worn-out- domestic animals or their carcasses for use csp. as 
animal food or fertilizer 2 Brit : a buyer of old structures for iheir 
constituent materials 

kiiack*ered Vna-kardV at^r [E slang knacker to kill, tire, pcrh. fr. 
knacker, n.J (1886)Bri/ : tired, exhausted 
knack* wurst var o/knockwurst 

*knap Vnap\ n [NfE, fr. OE cnsep; akin to OE cnotta knot] (bef. 12c) 1 
chi^ty dial : a crest of a hill : SLfMMir 2 chiefly dial : a small hill 

'knap vt knapped; knap*ping [ME knappen, of imit. origin] (ISc) 1 
dial Brit : 'RAP I 2 : to break with a quick blow; esp : to shape (as 
flints) by breaking off pieces 3 dial Brit : snap, crop 4 dial Brit 
: chatter — knap^per n 

knap*sack \'nap-|Sak\ n [LG knappsack or D knapzak, fr. LG & D 
knappen to make a snapping noise, eat + LG sack or D zak sack] (1603) 
: a bag (as of canvas or nylon) strapped on the back and used for carry- 
ing supplies or personal belongings — knap*sacked V,sakt\ adj 

knap*weed \-,wed\ n [ME knopwed, fr. knop knop + wed weed] (15c) 
: any of various weedy centaureas; esp : a widely naturalized European 
perennial (Centaurea nigra) with tough wiry stems and knobby heads 
of purple flowers 

knave Vnav\ n (ME, fr. OE cnafa; akin to OHG knabo boy] (bef. 12c) 1 
archaic a ; a boy servant b : a male servant c : a man of humble 
birth or position 2 : a tricky deceitful fellow 3 : JACK 6a 

lcnav>ery \'na-v»-rc, *nav;re\ n, pi -«r*ies (1528) 1 a : rascauty b : a 
roguish or mischievous act 2 obs : roguish mischief 

knav-ish Vna-vish\ ai^ (14c) : of, relating to. or characteristic of a 
knave; esp : dishonest — knav*ish*ly adv 

knead \*ncd\ vt [ME kneden, fr. OE cnedan; akin to OHG knetan to 
knead) (bef. 12c) 1 a : to work and press into a mass with or as if with 
the bands i^ing dough> b : to manipulate or massage with a knead- 
ing motion ^^ed sore neck muscles> 2 : to form or shape by or as if 
by kneading — knead>ab]e \'ne-d»-b3l\ adj — knead^er n 

^lokee \'nc\ n, often attrib [ME, fr. OE cneow; akin to OHG kneo knee, L 
genu, Gk gony} (bef. 12c) lata joint in the middle part of the human 
leg that is the articulation between the femur, tibia, and patella; also 
: the pari of the leg that includes this joint b (1) : the joint in the hind 
leg of a four-footed vertebrate that corresponds to the human knee 
(2) : the carpal joint of the foreleg of a four-footed vertebrate c : the 
tarsal joint of a bird d : the joint between the femur and tibia of an in- 
sect 2 : something resembling the human knee: as a : a piece of tim- 
ber naturally or artificially bent for use in supporting structures com- 
ing together at an angle (as the deck beams of a ship) b : a round&i or 
conical process rising from the roots of various swamp-growing trees 
<cypress 3 : the part of a garment covering the knee 4 : a blow 
with the bent knee — kneed \'ned\ adj — to one's knees : into a state 
of submission or defeat 

'knee vt kneed; Icnee-ing (bef. 12c) 1 archaic : to bend the knee to 2 

: 10 strike with the knee 
knee breeches np/ (1833) : breech la 
knee^^ap \'ne-,kap\ n (1869) : pateli-a 

knee>cap-ping Vne-,ka-pii)\ n (1974) : the terroristic act or practice of 

maiming a person's knees (as by gunshot) — kneecap vt 
knee-deep V'dep\ a^O (15c) la: sunk to the knees <~ in mud> b 

: deeply engaged or occupied in work) 2 : knee-high 
Icnee-high V'hi\ acfj (1743) : rising or reaching upward to the knees <~ 

stockings) — knee-high \-,hi\ n 
knee*hoIe \-,h61\ n (1893) : an open space (as under a desk) for the 

knees 

luiee-jerk Vnc-, jark, -'jarkX adj (1951) : readily predictable : automat- 
ic reactions); also : reacting in a readily predictable way <~ liber- 
als) 

luiee jerk n (1876) : an involuntary forward kick produced by a light 

blow on the tendon below the patella 
luieel Vne(3)l\ vi knelt \'nelt\ or kneeled; kneel*ing [ME knelen, fr. OE 

cneowlian; akin to OE cneow knee] (bef. 12c) : to bend the knee : fall or 

rest on the knees 

kneel-er Vne-l3r\ /I (14c) 1 : one that kneels 2 : something (as a cush- 
ion or board) to kneel on ' 
knee-pan Vne-,pan\ n (15c) : patella 

knee-slap'per ViSla-parX n (1966) : an extremely funny joke, line, or 
story 

luiee-sock \-,sak\ n (1964) : a knee-high sock 

'knell \'nel\ vb (ME. fr. OE cnyllan; akin to MHG erknellen to toll] vt 
(bef. 12c) : to summon or announce by or as if by a knell ^ vi 1 : to 
ring esp. for a death, funeral, or disaster : TOLL 2 : to sound in an om- 
inous manner or with an ominous effect 

'knell n (bef. 12c) 1 : a stroke or sound of a bell esp. when rung slowly 
(as for a death, funeral, or disaster) 2 : an indication of the end or the 
failure of something <sounded the death ~ for our hopes) 

knew past o/know 

knick>er>bock*er Vni-ka(r)-,ba-k3r\ n [Diedrich Knickerbocker, ficti- 
tious author of History o/New }ferA:(1809) by Washington Irving] (1848) 
I cap : a descendant of the early Dutch settlers of New York; broadly : a 
native or resident of the city or state of New York — used as a nick- 
name 2 pi : knickers 

knick*ers Vni-k3r2\ n pi [short for knickerbockers] (1881) 1 : looser 
fitting short pants gathered at the knee 2 chiefly Brit : iwderpants 

knick'knack \*nik-,nak\ n [redupl. of knack] (1682) : a small trivial arti- 
cle usu. intended for ornament 

'knife \'nif\ n, pi knives VnivzX often attrib [ME fcn(/; fr. OE cnlf, perh. 
fr. ON kni/r: akin to MLG knif knife] (bef. 12c) 1 a : a cutting instru- 
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sembling a knife 2 : a sharp cutting blade or tool in a m: 
: surgery 4 — usu. used in the phrase under the knife — | 
Vnif-Jik\ aeij 

'knife vb knifed; knif-lng vt (1865) 1 : to use a knife on; 
stab, slash, or wound with a knife 2 : to cut, mark, or spr^d"^^ 
knife 3 : to try to defeat by underhanded means 4 : to move^^' 
knife in <birds knifing the autumn sky) w : to cut a way with ^ 
with a knife blade <the cruiser knifed through the heavy seas) 

Imife-edge Vnif-,ej\ n (1818) 1 : a sharp wedge of steel or othi 
materia] used as a fulcrum for a lever beam in a precision i 
2 : a sharp narrow knifelike edge 

luiife-point V,p6int\ n (ca. 191 1) : the point of a knife — at koif 
: imdcr a threat of being knifed 

■knight \'nlt\ n [ME, fr. OE cniht man-at-aims, boy, servant^ 
OHG kneht youth, military follower] (bef. 12c) 1 a (1) ; 
man-at-arms serving a feudal superior, esp : a man ceremonlaB?2 
ducted into special military rank usu. after completing serviceMo 
and squire (2) : a man honored by a sovereign for merit and in (J, 
Britain ranking below a baronet (3) : a person of antiquity equdb 
knight in rank b : a man devoted to the service of a lady as hart 
dant or champion c : a member of an order or society 2 : eitlk 
two pieces of each color in a set of chessmen having the power ton 
an L-shaped move of two squares in one row and one square in 1 
pendicular row over squares that may be occupied 

'knight vt (13c) : to make a knight of 

knignt-er*rant Vnit-'er-antV n, pi knights-errant (14c) : a knightb 
cling in search of adventures in which to exhibit military skill, j 
and generosity ■ . 

Iudght-«r-rant-ry \-'er-an-trc\ n, pi knight-errantries (1654) rf 
practice or actions of a knight-errant 2 : quixotic conduct 

Im^ht-hood Vnit-,hud\ n (13c) 1 : the rank, dignity, or proft 

knight 2 : the qualities befitting a knight : CHIVALRY 3 : knightii 
class or body 

Icnight-ly Vmt-le\ acfj (14c) 1 : of, relating to, or characteristicfci 
knight <tales of ^ adventures) 2 : made up of knights — I 
ncss n — knightly adv 

Knight of Co*liUD>bns Vka-'lam-basV n, pi Kni^ts of L 
[Christopher Columbus] (1882) : a member of a benevolent andfi 
nal society of Roman Catholic men I - 

Knight of Pyth.i.as \-'pi-the-3s\ n, pi Knights of Pythias ( 
member of a secret benevolent and fraternal order 

Knight of the Mac*ca*l>e<» \-'ma-k9-|bez\ n, pi Knights of t 
cabees (1922) : a member of a secret benevolent society 

Knight Templar n, pi Knights Templars or Knights Templar. (1$)|| 
1 : TEMPLAR 1 2 : a member of an order of Freemasonry a " ' 
three orders in the York rite 

knish \ka-'nish\ n [Yiddish, fr. Pol knysz] (1916) : a small 1 
square of dough stuffed with a filling (as potato) and baked or ti 

*lcnit \'nit\ vb Icnit or knit-ted; knit-ting [ME knitten, fr. OE a , 

akin to OE cnotta knot] vt (bef. 12c) 1 chiefly dial : to tie togctteril^ 
: to link firmly or closely ^knitted my hands) b : to cause to g 
gether <time and rest will ^ a fractured bone) c : to contn 
wrinkles (Jmitted her brow) 3 : to form by interlacing yam ofitl 
in a series of connected loops with needles ^ vi 1 : to make.t 
fabrics or objects 2 a : to become compact b : to grow tO] 
: to become drawn together — luiit*ter n 

^knit n (1596) : knit stffch; also : a knit fabric 

imit stitch n (ca. 1885) : a basic knitting stitch usu. made with theH 
at the back of the work by inserting the right needle into the fr^v 
of a loop on the left needle from the left side, catching the yirofl 
the point of the right needle, and bringing it through the first «** 
form a new loop — compare PURL STITCH 

knit-ting n (I5c) 1 : the action or method of one that knits ;fJ;t_ 
done or being done by one that knits I'ljL*: 

Icnit'wear Vnit-,war, -,wer\n (1926) : knitted clothing 

knob \'nab\ n [ME knobbe; akin to MLG knubbe knob] (bcf.-L 
: a rounded protuberance : LUMP b : a small rounded ore" 
handle 2 : a rounded usu. isolated hill or mountain — 
\'nabd\ a4j — knol>-by \'na-be\ atii ''^ .- 

knob*bly \'na-b(3-)le\ acH (1859) : having very small knobs <»C 
tress) "-I 

knob*ker>rie \'nab-,ker-e\ n (Afrik knopkierie, fr. knop kn'WM 
club] (1844) : a short wooden club with a knob at one end jp! 
missile or in close attack esp. by Zulus of southern Africa 

■Icnock \'nak\ vb [ME knoken, fr. OE cnocian; akin to MH*i,*2!tllt 
press] v( (bef. 12c) 1 : to strike something with a sharp °*°'2b ' 
collide with something 3 a : bustle <heard them ~i/igarouig^ 
kitchen) b : wander <s^ed about Europe all summer) '^'i^ 
a pounding noise b : to have engine knock 5 : to find fault J 
(1) : to strike sharply (2) : to drive, force, or make by or ^ 
striking b : to set forcibly in motion with a blow 2 : to c*^^ 
lide 3 : to find fault with <always ^ing those in authortty?-^ 
cold : KNOCK OUT 2a(l) — Icnock dead : to move strongW?**' 
miration or applause <a comedian who really knocks ^^^^r^ 
knock for a loop 1 a : overcome ^knocked my opponent^ , 
b : DEMOUSH ^knocked our idea /or a loopy 2 : DUMBFOUWj 
<thc news knocked them for a loopy — icnock one*s f^rT 
overwhelm or amaze one <a performance that will 
ofty — knock together : to make or assemble esp. hu 
makeshift way (^knocked together my own bookcase) 

^knock n (14c) 1 a : a sharp blow : rap, hit <a loud — 
(I) : a severe misfortune or hardship (2) : setback, 
: a pounding noise b : a sharp repetitive metallic noise (», 
normal ignition in an automobile engine 3 : a harsh ano^ 
criticism <likes praise but can't stand the -^j) '-'^ 

knock-about Vna-k»-,baut\ aeO' (1880) 1 : suitable forjofK 
clothing) 2 a : being noisy and rough : BOISTEROUS 
: characterized by boisterous antics and often extravaga^JJ 

comedy) 3 of a sailing vessel : having a simplified ^ 
absence of bowsprit and topmast <a ^ sloop) — '^^^ tm. 

knock back vt (ca. 1931) : drink, swallow; specif '^.Vs 
alcoholic beverage) 



